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Border disparities and multidimensional poverty are
characteristic of some areas in Papua New Guinea. In the
remote and isolated area of the South Fly, high-value marine
products (shark fin, beche de mer, fish bladders, and mud
crabs) are illegally traded into a growing Asian market.
Uncovering the characteristics of both the illegal value chains
alongside legal ones, and finding out motivations for
engagement in either one, is the first step towards sustainability.

Dr. Ingrid van Putten is a senior researcher at CSIRO (Hobart, Australia) and the Centre for Marine
Socioecology (University of Tasmania). As a behavioural economist, Ingrid tries to understand the
behaviour of marine resource users and to find tractable ways to influence behaviour and reduce
risks. Ingrid's ultimate aim is to improve the management and long-term viability of coupled marine
social-ecological systems.



