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The speakers will discuss several social science-oriented ap-
proaches that have shaped recent thinking about small-scale
fisheries. The intended audience for this open-access FAO
book is broad-based and includes fisheries and aquatic man-
agement practitioners and policymakers, scientists and educa-
tors. It is an invitation to a new generation of resource manag-
ers to be aware of how approaches and concepts have evolved
over time to embrace the challenge of advancing transforma-
tion towards a more inclusive, equitable, sustainable, and less
vulnerable small-scale fisheries.

V2V THEMATIC WEBINAR SERIES 2025

Speakers:

Fikret Berkes
Fikret Berkes is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba's Natural

Resources Institute. Dr. Berkes has devoted most of his professional life to investigating the
relations between societies and their resources, and to examining the conditions under
which the “tragedy of the commons” may be avoided. He works on theoretical and practical
aspects of commons and community-based management, traditional ecological knowledge
(Indigenous knowledge), and social-ecological resilience.

Nicole Franz

Nicole Franz is a development economist with 18 years of experience in intergovernmental
organizations. Nicole is an expert in the political economy of sustainable development,
leading the Equitable Livelihoods Team in FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture Division. She
coordinates the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guide-
lines) with a focus on inclusive policy processes and stakeholder empowerment.
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