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The Legal Instruments for the Development 
of Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries             
Governance in Nigeria

This talk provides an overview of the major             
challenges in the sustainability of the small-scale 
fisheries governance in Nigeria. It addresses the 
gaps in the administration of the legal                     
instruments in the sector and discusses any           
possible obstacles in the socio-economic                  
development of small-scale fisheries within the 
legal structure of Nigeria, international 
laws/treaties that are yet to be domiciled and 
could facilitate the transition from vulnerability to 
viability, the functionality of domestic laws being 
implemented, any awareness deficit on the legal 
framework amongst operators and enforcers 
and ways to improve or actualize it. 

Foluke Omotayo Areola is the President-Elect of the African      
Chapter in the World Aquaculture Society. She is the first           
Federal Director of Fisheries Quarantine in Nigeria and the 
first female Acting Federal Director of Fisheries & Aquaculture 
and Fisheries. She is a distinguished fellow of the Fisheries                 
Society of Nigeria (FISON), and the first female National          
President. For the past forty years, she has provided technical 
guidance in the research and development of fisheries in 
high-level national, regional, and continental initiatives.
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