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What is Transdisciplinary?
Think Jazz!

Ten years since their inception, the SSF Guidelines are now in
the stage of implementation. They expect state governments
to act and civil society organizations to join in, but also the ac-
ademic community to do its part. They realize the relevance of
research but leave it to us to figure out what knowledge
should be developed. Still, the Guidelines give lots of hints be-
tween the lines. They call for research that is both holistic and
bottom-up, acknowledging the role of local knowledge in sci-
ence lingua: transdisciplinary research. In my presentation |
will discuss what transdisciplinarity is, what characterizes it as
a learning process, and what the merits and obstacles are. |
argue that we should think of it as a form of jazz, requiring
both skills and playfulness.
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Svein Jentoft is Professor Emeritus at the Norwegian College of Fishery
Science, UiT — The Arctic University of Norway. His long career as a social
scientist specializing on fisheries management and fisheries communities
has yielded more than 30 books and numerous articles. He has led and
been involved in many international projects, working in the Global South
as well as in the North. He also has a long-time interest in the conditions
of indigenous peoples in Nicaragua and his native Norway. Jentoft is a
founding member of TBTI and is the editor-in-chief of the international
journal Maritime Studies. His latest book “Implementing the Small-Scale

Fisheries Guidelines: A Legal and Policy Scan” is co-edited with Julia Na-
kamura and Ratana Chuenpagdee and published by Springer in 2024.
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